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Motivation through quick ROI

Between 2 and 25 euros per invoice:

These costs are incurred when issuing invoices in the

traditional manner by post and encompass printing,

enveloping, postage, corrections, work time and sto-

rage by the recipient.

The electronic signature, when accompanied by a cor-

responding legal framework, enables not just the

electronic processing of invoices but also leads to

considerable savings and a quick return on invest-

ment.

Costs can be reduced by up to 80%.

Legal frameworks

Fact: All business invoices that are send electroni-

cally or by fax must be signed with a qualified

electronic signature.

Since 2002, Art. 14, Section. 3 of the German Value

Added Tax Act (UstG) also allows electronic billing to

be accepted for VAT purposes as long as the invoices

have been signed with a qualified electronic signa-

ture. According to an official notification issued by the

German Federal Ministry of Finance, the same applies

since 2004 for invoices that are sent by computer fax,

i.e. from a fax server to a fax printing device.

Solutions for dispatchers and recipients

The client- and server-based digiSeal® software com-

ponents generate and verify invoices signed with a

qualified electronic signature for the purpose of bil-

ling electronically or by computer fax. They meet all

relevant legal provisions (German Digital Signature

Act, German Value Added Tax Act, EU Directive) and

can be used internationally. They complete all ne-

cessary processes both for the dispatcher and the re-

cipient, and can be conveniently integrated into exis-

ting environments via standard interfaces and con-

nectors.

For this purpose, secrypt provides the standard-com-

pliant digiSeal® reader verification software for indivi-

dual workstations free of charge. The recipient can

therefore verify the electronically signed invoices at

any time or place without incurring any extra costs.

Whatever the invoice volume, there’s a solution:

Ranging from the high billing volume of telecommu-

nications service providers to the small number of in-

voices sent by specialist trade companies, it is possib-

le to distribute signed invoices via all important com-

munication channels.

For example, the central, automatic signing of large

invoice volumes is carried out by the proven signa-

ture server, digiSeal server, which can be used di-

rectly in-house by the invoice dispatcher as well as

by outsourcing and application service providers

(ASPs).

EU Directive provides the

basis for international use 
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Free choice of data format

No special input data format is necessary for the

electronic billing, as any kind of data format can be

signed with an electronic signature. The signature for-

mat created corresponds to applicable standards and

enables non-proprietary verification and further pro-

cessing.

The components in detail

 

Signature component enabling server-based, automa-

tic generation and verification of qualified signed bil-

ling data on a large-scale for e-mail and fax distributi-

on.

 

Client-based, manual generation of invoices that are

electronically signed with a qualified signature

Free, client-based manual verification of electronically

signed invoices

Archiving of electronically signed invoices

The German GDPdU regulations (Basic Regulations for

Accessing Data and Auditing Digital Documents) regu-

late the management of incoming electronically sig-

ned invoices. The verification components

digiSeal® reader and digiSeal® server enable these

basic regulations to be fulfilled. Electronically signed

invoices can therefore be easily archived.

Multi-stage introduction

The introduction of eBilling solutions is carried out in

several, interrelated steps:

1. Analysis of the customer’s specific needs and clo-

se customer support from the design of the soluti-

on to its introduction.

2. Creating a security concept for introducing a sys-

tem for generating legally binding electronic signa-

tures.

3. Adaptation or production of process documentati-

on pursuant to the German GoBs regulations

(Basic Regulations for Computer-based Accounting

Systems).

Note: The Managing Director is responsible for

complying with the corresponding regulations.

4. Installation of the components on site and training

of the responsible personnel.

5. Supervision during operation (user support and

servicing of the software components).
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